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Adriano Berengo established Berengo 
Studio in Venice, Italy, in 1989. Combined 
with Venice Projects (which he also 
founded in the 1980s), Berengo Studio 
has fostered a new tradition of collabora-
tion, pairing the skills of his studio with 
internationally recognized artists. 
 For Berengo, this is a labor of love, 
designed to inspire artists to learn the 
wonders of the glass medium and to 
embrace all that it can offer for the 
creation of new work. Berengo Studio is 
primarily known for producing commercial 
studio glass. Combining the skills of his 
studio with the vehicle of Venice Projects, 
Berengo has created a kind of cross-
pollination, mixing studio glassmaking with 
fine art, design and architectural thinking. 
 In the words of its mission statement, 
Venice Projects promotes “internationally 
recognized contemporary artists who have 
been in the Venice Biennale, or artists who 

have achieved similar stature, providing 
some with the opportunity to express their 
creativity in a new medium, glass. Through 
its cultural planning activities and site-
specific projects, Venice Projects develops 
educational  opportunities for dialogue 
and experimentation in the use of glass in 
contemporary art.”
 To carry out its mission, Venice 
Projects produced the first Glasstress 
exhibition in 2009, as a collateral event 
of the Venice Biennale. The second 
edition happens this year, again timed to 
coincide with the Biennale, from June 4 
until November 27, 2011. Glasstress will 
go on view at Palazzo Cavalli Franchetti 
(seat of the Istituto Veneto di Scienze 
Lettere ed Arti) and the Berengo Centre 
for Contemporary Art and Glass. This 
year the exhibition is curated by Lidewij 

Edelkoort, director of the Design Academy 
of Eindhoven (Netherlands); Peter Noever, 
artistic director of the Museum of Applied 
Arts and Contemporary Art in Vienna 
(MAK); and art historian and curator 
Demetrio Paparoni, with the aid of Bonnie 
Clearwater, director and chief curator of the 
Museum of Contemporary Art in Miami.
 The exhibition will present sculptures 
and installations created by many 
contemporary artists and designers, 
including Domenico Bianchi, Joost Van 
Bleiswijk, Tony Cragg, Kiki Van Eijk, Jan 
Fabre, Jaime Hayon, Michael Joo, Marya 
Kazoun, Joep Van Lieshout, Liu Jianhua, 
Vik Muniz, Ted Noten, Tony Oursler, Javier 
Pérez, Jaume Plensa, Bernardi Roig, 
Thomas Schütte, Doug & Mike Starn, 
Patricia Urquiola, Koen Vanmechelen, Fred 
Wilson, Erwin Wurm, Tukujin Yoshioka and 
Zhang Huan. 
 Glasstress 2011 aims to draw connec-
tions between contemporary art, design 
and architecture, posing the idea that 
there is the need for a critical reassess-
ment of modernism. The curator’s intent is 
to “call into question the notion of ‘art for 
art’s sake,’” and to ask “what makes an 
object that is formally conditioned by its 
function a work of art? To respond to the 
spirit of the time, must a work refer only 
to itself?” 

Thanks to Laura Bresolin at Venice Projects for 
assisting with this article.

For more information, visit:
www.veniceprojects.com
www.glasstress.org
www.berengo.com

Above: Work in progress by Koen Vanmechelen 
(courtesy of Venice Projects)

Right: Work in progress by Vik Muniz 
(courtesy of Venice Projects)
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